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ICONE OBJECTIVES AND PROSPECT FOR FUTURE AT 1ST ICONE

(1) 1979 TMI‐II
1986 Chernobyl
The nuclear engineering field was in the depressed condition.
To revitalize nuclear engineering research and industry through the international
exchange of ASME and JSME engineers and researchers.

(2) Since the nuclear engineering filed is very wide, the activity to pursue the objective (1)
would be mainly limited to the mechanical engineering field at the beginning.

(3) When the objective (1) is attained, spreading evolutionally the scope and the scale of
the conference would be considered in order to contribute the deployment of nuclear
engineering world‐widely.

(4) US and Japan have many things to learn each other; for example the operation rate for
US and the safety culture for Japan (in those days!). The conference would be the right
place to execute it.



ICONE started from this memo paper.

This memo is from Mr. Higuchi to Dr.
Ishikawa.

Mr. Higuchi attended the Nuclear Power
Conference of ASME and ANS held at
South Carolina in 1988.
He was a member of NED of ASME.
He was asked to survey the possibility to
have a joint nuclear engineering
conference of ASME and JSME in Japan.
So, after he came back to Japan, he sent
this memo that stated the ASME plan to
Dr. Ishikawa who was the chair of the
Power Committee, the predecessor of
the present Power & Energy Systems
Division (PESD) of JSME.

Mr. Ishikawa was the head of the
nuclear safety division of the Japan
Atomic Energy Research Institute (JAERI)
and also my boss in JAERI.
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I left JAERI 1989.
ICONE was left to me by Dr, Ishikawa.

Prof. Toda took over the chairman of
the Power Committee of JSME and
myself acted the secretary of the
committee.

We, Prof. Toda and myself, started the
preparation to have the conference
hastily.

The Power Committee changed to the
Power & Energy Systems (PESD)
Division in 1990.

This letter from Mr. Miller of ASME
NED Chair to Prof. Toda of JSME PESD
chair is the first official
correspondence between ASME and
JSME.
NED and PESD exchanged so many
letters , Faxes and phone calls.
Mr. Higuchi helped us greatly.
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Every Two Years in US and Japan Mutually.
Reached the final-official agreement.
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Poster for ICONE1
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ICONE: This  abbreviation was decided. 
Dr. Ishikawa said “Ikone行こうね！
Japanese pronunciation 
(Let’s proceed in Japanese)”, Good!

The ICONE logo was also decided.
This was designed by a colleague of Dr. 
Nagasaka of Toshiba Co. 



ICONE1 Circular
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Evening Boat Crouse 
in Tokyo Bay during 
ICONE1.
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At ICONE1
Attendees 408

from Japan 344
from Outside of Japan 64  (US 25, France 9, Korea8, etc.)

Paper    187
from Japan 128
from Outside of Japan 57 12



Number of Papers (By Prof. Takeda)
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(3) When the objective (1) is attained, spreading evolutionally  the scope 
and the scale of the conference would be considered in order to 
contribute the deployment of nuclear engineering world‐widely. 



Prof. Toda.

Big Founder of ICONE.
We owe the great success of 
ICONE to him. 

He passed away May 3rd, 2016.

Join hands in prayer.  合掌
Let’s express our great regret to him. 



END


