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Dr. Craig D. Sawyer
Consultant

I am very honored to have been selected for this award. Thank
you so much.

I'm proud to have worked for GE for 34 years and proud to
have been associated with so many fine people in GE and in the
industry, particularly Japan. Thinking back, it's really 3 things that
shaped my career.

The first was Three Mile Island accident. As a result of TMI, I
was put in charge of assessing the BWR for similar vulnerabilities
and to come up with a response. The summer of 1979 was my 1st
time to come to Japan to explain GE's ideas about it. TMI was the
starting point for me to become most knowledgeable about the
BWR.

The 2nd and most important thing was ABWR. Unfortunately,
TMI caused the NPP business for GE to be completely stopped.
However, as the US business was going down, NPP business in
Japan was rising. I was lucky to become a member of the ABWR
team. It is through ABWR that I met most of my Japanese
associates and friends at Toshiba, Hitachi, TEPCO, JAPC and
others.

At the same time, many US Utilities, particularly the smaller
ones, were telling us that they wanted a smaller unit, simpler to
operate and requiring fewer trained operators. So once again, I
was lucky to be assigned to the design team that came up with
the conceptual design for SBWR. This was the 3rd major shaping
force in my career. An international team came up with a 600MW
NPP, did all the development testing and even began licensing in
the US. However, SBWR was doomed because the power plant
was too small to be economically competitive.

By this time I became in charge of all of GE's advanced NPP
programs as we looked for ways to go to the next step after
ABWR. SBWR studies in the US stopped, but with a combination
of continued studies with an international team, first in Japan,
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and then in Europe, we showed that a large SBWR NPP could be
made. About that time, year 2000, I retired from GE.

Time and attitudes have changed in the US, and now we are
seeing strong support, both from Utilities and even by the public
to begin a US NPP program again. If all goes well both with the
US industry health, and my health, I may even be able to say I
was associated not with just one new NPP product from start to
finish, but two!
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